Ball-handling is an essential part of
basketball. Amy Griebler demon-
strates this as she drives for two
against the Falcons.
In the
\ Spotlight
Being out of the spotlight is of-
ten easier than being in the spot-
light. Witness the girls' varsity
basketball team, who enjoyed
much more success than was ex-
pected of them.
Things looked cloudy for the
season. They lost five seniors
from last year's team including
Captain Ann Mikuliza. So the
team turned to Monique Ellis and
Captain Gwinn Lee for leader-
ship. Ellis and Lee responded by
averaging 11.2 and 15.2 points
per game respectively for the
first 15 games. Ellis also led the
team in rebounds, averaging 11
per outing. Juniors Amy Griebler
and B.J. McCauley also lent a
hand on offense and defense, as
did Freshman Nanci Parks.
The team got off to a hot start,
winning 13 of its first 17 games.
All of this did not go unnoticed;
attendance picked up and when
the girls beat state-ranked Semi-
nole 58-56. They received a
number 9 ranking statewide. The
ranking came as a pleasant sur-
prise to Coach Ann Balderson,
who replied, "I was very pleased
with the ranking, and I feel this
gave us some much deserved
recognition."
The state-ranking also showed
the fans of Pinellas County Con-
ference Basketball that the
young Tornadoes were ready to
challenge PCC, powerhouse
Seminole, even if they did do it
on the edge of the spotlight.
By David Moore
Coach Anne Balderson gives last-
minute instruction to B.J. McCauley
and the rest of the team.
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